A Apcess h

(S)SAGE JOU R(f)ﬂALS

JOURNAL OF

BLACK
STUDIES

JANUARY 2008
Volume 38
Number 3

SPECIAL ISSUE: Blacks in Canada: Retrospects,
Introspects, Prospects
GUEST EDITOR: Esmeralda M. A. Thornhill

®SAGE Publications



183

05

{414

844

LTy

Hy @ LORUST = S92

1And m@ﬁm Y

SUONED!

BPUUE) UL SYIB[Y U0 BPRUR]) JO
paeog wily (ruonen a3 jo AydeaBouwngyy poivees

NIFHION AOOMETLLLIT ATIONW
J0,] BUOT ] /\ DM IBYN
iis) .:E\.,E%mz
DIIQISsOd o4,

8 PUDAL dUUONT ] y.b.:mwm,m; (

SOUIOEY JO ¢

SYINOHL TEDIN H
AD1]04 UONDLTIL] UDIPOUDY
vy fo seousnbasuosy ayp Jo wonsidaq v
wpadavjagy ‘uo doa)s S 9150 [1997)

QO DY NVDUOIW NOUVHS
BONPUISTU MydpiSoany upipruvsy syl Jo

SLAYADITOLIDTY SO SABILUN UPUHON, UDIPDUDY YOU)S
L puipy] 9y jo Agdeadonny v,

NNATL NEYYM
K40ISIE] 5 UPUHOM UDIPDUD Y YO SUliipm
1 Ad0)g Bugsany sy Suijjal, S oUOSWNOS JRYY, P W L,

THHNHOHL 'V N VATV IHINSH
TIVIAS AHTHIHS
A2YIa30 ] SUING USULOM, Yorig 20Ny
DHIWVEVH
NHA00D VHVONY
OLIBIU() “0JUOI0Y, Y
aydosg weaqqrre)) wesuyy Aq Supzruedi0 Lunuwo)y

LoV

9pe

IRy

HY

bt
3y
w-:

AVZIVHAS SYONTHANNHRAY
Eé,m ¢ 0 syuwy SuIsor)
ISOUINNUINO Y UBHOIS
BAON WEOLY JO SYISuag oY) uo sAndadsoalay v

HLSH "D dIAVA
JUBUISSISSY UY

900T-0L6T SUBLIAA [EDLIOISIH ueipRuR]) Hor]y

NAOUE HNNOAA
2)d0ag Yo JO aoussALg WISy P JO 2)0L Y
SIUYIRIA [RINHOONNA GRIDBUR]) 911 UL $1S0U5)

UVHLSNEYE YV NHOL
{8ojounyysn g u\m%:ﬁg URYSHG SUTUOISIADY
:aBuey) Jo adp Surnal) oY) se SSIpns uvipeuR)) Yoy

THA VAHS T HOA0HD
ymog uporfy fo uoyponpsy sy pup ‘Suljooiss ‘aovy
AJIURUIO ) §¥ SUooos

HAMOU AHDOY
LOOT PasIasy Layvy
THHNEOHL Y W VATV HHNSH
vpou vy Ul Moy Ww@mﬁ Syovyy
1803 1suedy U0 08 ‘S[} 0] WOPPY 08

THHNYOHL 'V W VATVIHNSY
TOINPOLHE] 8, J03IPH 18

J

SLNALNOD

myuaoy "y "py epprausy YOLIAH LS00

spoadsoag ‘sposdsosgu] ‘sppadsoasyy topvun’y Ul SYIVIY

CHAOSSE TVIDALS

8007 AAVANV[ € MAGINON 8¢ HIANTOA

40 IvNEnor




Jour rmi off m ik ‘%mﬁsu

hm!ui

i1

bt )/fnrzhm simepub.com

wuring my residency at Temple University’s Department of African
7 American Studies as a 2006-2007 Canada-U.S. Fuolbright Visiting
mimigs; b was privileged to be vited to guest edit this unprecedented
thematic issue of the Journal of Black Studies. dedicated to Blacks in
Canada. It 15 rewarding to help create this much-needed discursive space
that allows muted African Canadian voices to open up the Canadian
Record and mitiate a dialogue with the diaspora about the marerial realiry
of being Black in Canada.

it has been a collective effort, and I am particularly thankful to Journal
Editor Dr. Molefi Kete Asante for his supportive encadrement and collegial-
ity. Special thanks also go to Shirley Small, whose critical and insightful
comments helped me 0 hammer out the very a4 propos title, Blacks in
Canada: Reirospects, Introspects. Prospects. | sincerely appreciate all authors
who made submissions because their enthusiastic and disciplined response (o
the idea for this thematic 1ssue lightened what for me could otherwise have
been a very onerous load.

indeed. their overwhelmingly positive response to the call for papers
necessitated an extension of the initial deadline. Tight time constraints, Hm-
ited space, redundancy, and overlap all combined to exclude many worthy

submissions that could have enlarged the *%é‘{*;g’}@ Asa consequence, a number
i}é’ important areas of interaction remain that this single issue could not
accommodate, such as Black youth, aging, the Haitian comn nm%y, WOork-
place, academy, media, the arts, political participation, health, immigration,
criminal faw’s impact on community, entrepreneurship and commercial ven-
tures ...

!"‘;-‘fz from exhausting the experience of Blacks in Canada. this collection is
merely a first peep E’;asicw on the Canadian corner of the diaspora. The ensem-
ble of nﬁémf isciplinary entries is representative of gender, age, geographic
regions, and diverse subject areas, even as it includes academics, practi-
tioners, and retirees, both at home and i the African Canadian expatriate
community. The collection navigates multiple disciplines and even addresses
the realm of hiterary fiction because literature ts rooted in reality, engages us
politically, and often comes replete with much deep social and political
thought. Above all, literature provides the disenfranchised and marginalized
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tionally. In complementary fashion, Karen Flynn's article, "' I'm Glad That
Someone Is Telling the Nursing Story’: Writing Black Canadian Women's
History,” addresses the importance of prioritizing nontraditional sources so
as to recover and retrieve the obscured history of Black women in the nurs-
myg profession in Canada.

Since literature fakes on added umportance for marginalized peoples
because it openly reflects our ffmffffw! reality, the last three articles address
the realm of literary fiction. In **A Geography of the Mind’: Black Canadian

Women Writers as Cartogra ‘;f ers of the Canadian Geographic Imagination,”
Sharon Becktord throws light on a constellation of Black women writers and
their scholarly contributions to our Canadian biterary heritage. Nigel Thomas

critically examines “Ceceil E{ s Sle v;:e on, Beloved: A Depiction of the
Conseguences of Racism in Can fz wnigration Policy”; finally, in “The
Possibilities UE Home: Nc“em aiting City ‘m“w in Dionne Brand’s Whar We
All Long For]” Molly McKibbin's assessment serves as a metaphor for the
os}f;myg material reality of Black people living in Canada . . . not belong-
ing, and hungering to feel “at home.”

A bibliography follows each article, zwd a filmography histing about 4
dozen National Film Board of Canada films dealing wit 31 Blacks m Canada
completes this 1ssue’s Collection.

1t 15 our hope that this unprecedented issue, “Blacks m Canada: Retrospects,
introspects, Prospects,” will prove to be an imteresting and useful resource
for a broad spectrom of readers. May this first “Canada—United States out-
reach” generate a series of meanmglul diasporic inkages. We Peoples of
African descent must continue to construct these bridges, globally, so as to
realize true diasporic literacy. Far too many unprobed g%{ameﬁ:} of “racial
history” that deserve examination remain In our respeclive conmmunities

and countries!

Fsmeralda M. AL Thornhill
Balhousie UE‘E?F{?EZ%I}'



